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It has been a busy and eventful year for the Parish Council. The year started with Rob 
Paterson as Chair, then in September, the vice chair, Michael Wilderspin held the fort until I 
took over as Chair in November. We started the year one councillor short but unfortunately 
finished the year with only 6 of the nine councillor posts filled so have worked throughout 
the year under strength. This has resulted in a heavy workload and I must thank the 
remaining councillors and the new boy Dave Mowle for all their hard work and for managing to 
achieve a quorum for every meeting. We also had a change of clerk with Janice Jackson 
retiring after over a decade in the post. We welcome Bill McCartney to the village.  
 

Those who pay close attention to our newsletters will be aware of the roles the Parish 
Council fulfils. They fall into these main areas: 

• Facilities and services provided by the council 
• Events organised by the council 
• Lobbying and representation 

I shall deal with each of these areas in the report.  
 

Facilities and services provided by the Parish Council 
Newsletter 
We have produced a newsletter for some time now. It became intermittent but the Parish 
Council have now set out a timetable for its production. There will be quarterly newsletters 
published in March, June, September and December. We introduced at least part of the 
newsletter being in colour so enabling the reproduction of pictures. This has been well 
received around the village. We feel that the current communication stands up well against 
similar publications produced by much larger councils. We also introduced delivery by hand 
rather than post. We feel that gives a much more accurate service and it also saves on cost. 
We would welcome feedback on this publication and also contributions from parishioners. 
 

Community Centre 
The Parish Council has been the leaseholder of the community Centre for some years now. 
The main user is the Playgroup but the Centre is available for use by any groups from within 
the community. During the summer, there was extensive work carried out to improve the 
kitchen facilities. Further work needs carrying out to bring some other parts of the facility 
up to the required standard.  
 



Wapping Nature Reserve 
The Parish Council are the leaseholders of what used to be called the Rabbit Field, a large 
area of land behind the New Bath Hotel. During the summer groups of volunteers and BTCV 
have carried out work putting in paths and clearing some of the brambles which have been 
encroaching over the years. This winter, a clear hardcore access, gate and sign have been 
added from Clifton Road and a pedestrian gate installed from the Wapping bridleway. It is a 
wonderful resource for the village and we hope it can be continued to be developed for the 
benefit of parishioners. 
 

Sports Area 
We have been arranging a lease for the sports area and the bowling green from the District 
Council and details have now been agreed. We hope to develop the sports area – maybe in 
conjunction with the Pavilion development – as an important resource for the village. The 
management of the bowling green will be passed to the bowling club. 
 

Christmas lights 
Each year the Parish Council organises a Christmas tree in the Memorial Gardens and 
arranges the illumination of some of the trees along the main road.  
 

Flower displays 
During the summer months, the Parish Council provides two large floral displays along the 
front, one by the Memorial Gardens and the other opposite the junction of Waterloo Road. 
We also arrange for the cattle trough near the New Bath Hotel on the A6 to be planted in 
the spring and autumn.  
 

Bus Shelters 
Though not provided by the Parish Council, we are responsible for their maintenance. We 
have now engaged the services of a company to clean them once a month. 
 

War Memorial 
The maintenance of the war memorial is our responsibility. It is cleaned biennially.  
 

Website 
After years of trying to get a website up and running, we have, at last, achieved our goal. 
Though not yet complete, much of what we would like to be on it is in place. We hope this will 
become an invaluable resource and point of information to both the residents of the village 
and for visitors to the area.  
 

Grants 
Grants were given to The Bowls Club, The Illuminated Boat Builders and to the organisers of 
the Children’s Christmas Party.  
 

Activities organised by the Parish Council 
Pro Loco Art 
The Parish council has been running this for over 30 years now. It was again a successful 
competition in 2009 with a good standard of entry.  
 



Village Favourite 
On the last night of the illuminations the Parish Council present an award to ‘the village 
favourite’ illuminated boat. The winner is selected by the young people of the village. 
 
Remembrance Service 
We organise the service at the memorial on remembrance Sunday. This year we were joined 
by some musicians from the Wirksworth Orchestra.   
 

Christmas Carols 
Each year we organise the singing of carols around the tree in the Memorial Gardens. Over 
fifty people attended this year in the snow with music provided by Rebecca and John Phillips. 
There were refreshments in the Midland Hotel afterwards.  
 

Lobbying and Representation 
Planning 
Our Planning committee receive copies of all planning applications that are submitted from 
within the Parish. They make representations to the District Council who have the authority 
in planning matters 
 

Footpaths 
Though we do not have responsibility for the footpaths within the parish, we have a 
footpaths officer, Bob Grindrod, who liaises with Derbyshire County Council on footpath 
issues. Matlock Bath has a wealth of paths and bridleways and these must be preserved for 
future generations to use. The Parish Council has an important role to play in this.  
 

Trains 
Michael Wilderspin represents us on the Derwent Valley Rail Partnership who have pushed 
for and supported improvements to the rail timetable and especially better connections to 
London, Nottingham and Birmingham. This has been very successful with a "clock face" 
timetable with an hourly train service to Derby. Since East Midlands Trains has taken over 
the franchise, the number of cancelled and late running trains has diminished sharply and the 
service can now be relied upon.  There has been a marked increase in passengers using the 
line in the past year. 
 

Safer Neighbourhood  
The Parish Council has representatives on the Safer Neighbourhood Liaison Group with the 
police and is kept fully abreast of police initiatives. We are able to bring the concerns of 
villagers directly to the police. 
 

Pavilion 
One of the major ‘happenings’ in Matlock Bath this year has been the setting up of the ‘Save 
the Pavilion’ group. This came about when the Parish Council learned of the District Council’s 
plans for the future of the Pavilion and we called a meeting to find out the views of the 
parish on such an iconic building. We continue to work closely with the Pavilion Group and 
hopefully we will be providing some community facilities for the village in the developed 
building.  



 

Water leaks 
During the year we seem to have been plagued with water leaks mainly on the A6. We have 
been lobbying our county and district councillors to get these fixed – sometimes quickly but 
others have taken quite a while. 
 

Grit bins 
There are 16 grit bins around the village. These are the responsibility of DCC. However, the 
Parish Council has a responsibility to make sure that they are kept replenished. They do need 
to be used responsibly and are for use on the public highway not of private roads and drives. 
We understand that DCC are reviewing their policy on these bins and we will report as soon 
as we hear anything.  
 

Wheelie bins 
A number of the businesses on the A6 store their wheelie bins on the pavement outside their 
properties. Where there is curtilage, this is appropriate. However, the Parish Council do not 
feel it appropriate to have these stored in areas where ‘a pavement café culture’ is being 
encouraged. We have been lobbying the DDDC for action to remedy this problem.  
 

The Parish Council is grateful to all the hard work done on behalf of the village by our County 
and District Councillors, Garry Purdy and Peter Hume. 
 

The Future 
The Parish council is embarking on a slightly different way of working this year. Rather than 
monthly meetings, meetings every two months are proposed, with the majority of the day to 
day work being undertaken by a series of committees. We hope that non councillors will work 
on these committees thus spreading the workload among a greater number of volunteers. 
This will also allow other parishioners to be involved in parish work without the commitment 
of becoming a councillor. We would encourage more parishioners to get involved is at least a 
small aspect of village life and offer their services to one of the committees being formed. A 
full list of these committees and the meetings will be published on the website where we 
hope to be able to communicate far more regularly with the people of the village than is 
currently possible with the quarterly newsletter and two notice boards. We also hope to 
increase the number of activities organised by the Parish Council and produce a ‘Parish Plan’ 
which looks further ahead to what the Parish Council can achieve for the village.   
 

We hope that all parishioners will continue to support the work of the Parish Council and its 
aim to make Matlock Bath a better place to live and work. 
 

Peter Baranek – May 2010     
 
Dates for your diary – Spring Spree in the Nature Reserve Saturday 29th May; 
 Pro Loco Art Competition – Masson Mill – Saturday 5th June 
 See the website for full details 
 
 


